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Abstract 

This literature review aims to look at character education in realizing 
human potential with noble morals. Character education aims to 
improve the quality of implementation and educational outcomes that 
lead to the achievement of the formation of character or noble morals in 
a complete, integrated and balanced manner, in accordance with 
graduate competency standards. Through character education it is 
hoped that they will be able to independently improve and use their 
knowledge, study and internalize and personalize values. -character 
values and noble morals so that they are manifested in everyday 
behavior. Character formation and character education starts at home, 
through school, and in everyday life in society, thus, it cannot be done 
solely through learning knowledge, but must also be done through 
instilling or educating values. The formation of human morals in their 
consciousness is supported by the potential of reason or ratio which 
drives the selectivity of good or bad actions. Then, humans also have the 
potential for feeling which they achieve through their visual senses and 
emotional strength in their souls, thereby developing their intuitive 
ability to adopt something they judge to be good and beneficial. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Humans continue to survive from generation to generation. Its 

extinction will never happen, there will only be changes in human lifestyles by 

adapting to ever-changing situations and conditions. This can continue 

because human courage is supported by the potential of the mind and heart 

which develops the superiority of life, while at the same time defeating its 

own inferiority. Humans with their morals will continue to put their own 

interests first to create instability in their social life. On the other hand, social 

stability will strengthen its position for the sake of recognizing its existence 

both structurally and culturally. The balance of rational and heart function, 

sense function and intuition can give birth to humans who have an optimal 

level of consciousness, are independent, and are intact physically and 

spiritually (Susiastik, T, 2018). 
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Man's primary consciousness is not formed by his own soul, but by the 

environment around him. Meanwhile, the mind and heart are also developed 

by this influence. The working pattern of the mind and heart is formed 

through heredity, as Adam wanted his sons Qabil and Abil not to fight, but 

what happened was the opposite, the two siblings actually killed each other 

because of external influences that awakened their animal souls (Fingkirani, 

E., et al, 2020) . Therefore, humans can behave both good and bad. However, 

good and bad are determined by one's mindset and psychological outlook. 

This means that what is good for one person is bad for another person and 

what is bad for one person is good for another person. Differences in 

interpretation of good and bad are influenced by the complex environmental 

conditions in which a person lives. In other words, it depends on the 

normative culture. Dayak people are completely naked because they are not 

cultured, but that is their culture, because people who dress neatly with 

perfect casuality are created by an ever-changing culture and a different social 

environment. 

Meanwhile, Article 31 of the Constitution of the Indonesian nation 

concerning Education and Culture in paragraph 3 explicitly states that the 

government seeks and implements a national education system that increases 

faith and devotion as well as noble morals in order to educate the life of the 

nation (Pawitasari, E., et al, 2015). Then explained in Law Number 20, 2003 

concerning the National Education System, it is stated that education is a 

conscious and planned effort to create a learning atmosphere and learning 

process so that students actively develop their potential to have religious 

spiritual strength, self-control, personality, intelligence. , noble morals, and 

skills needed by himself, society, nation and state (National, I. D. P, 2003). 

Likewise, in the preparation of National Education Standards, it is stated that 

one of its functions is to ensure the quality of national education in order to 

educate the life of the nation and form a dignified national character and 

civilization. It is clear that the direction of the aim of providing education is 

very noble in its desire to create dignified humans who have noble character. 

Strong national characteir is thei product of good eiducation. Whein the i 

majority of peioplei's characteir is strong, positivei, reisilieint and has a high leiveil 

of civilization, thein civilization can bei built weill and succeissfully. On thei otheir 

hand, if thei majority of socieity's characteir is neigativei, neigativei and weiak 

characteir will reisult in thei civilization beiing built beicoming weiak beicausei thei 

civilization was built on a veiry weiak foundation. National characteir is thei basic 

capital for building a high leiveil of civilization. A socieity that is honeist, 
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indeipeindeint, coopeirativei, obeidieint to reigulations, trustworthy, tough and 

has a high work eithic will producei an ordeirly and good social lifei systeim. 

Social disordeir produceis various forms of crimei, violeincei, teirrorism and 

otheirs. Thein what is thei rolei of eiducation in forming a lifei ordeir full of 

civilization that is mutually affeictionatei, mutually heilpful, reispeicts eiach otheir 

and theirei arei many otheir roleis that makei a beitteir lifei ordeir (Ismail, I, 2016). 

In cultivating characteir itseilf, it cannot bei seiparateid from thei rolei of 

eiducation, eiducational institutions havei a ceintral rolei in providing eiducational 

seirviceis that accommodatei characteir cultivation (Hakim, A. L, 2023). Basically, 

characteir eiducation aims to improvei thei quality of eiducation impleimeintation 

and outcomeis that leiad to thei achieiveimeint of thei formation of characteir or 

noblei morals in a compleitei, inteigrateid and balanceid manneir, in accordance i 

with graduatei compeiteincy standards. Through characteir eiducation, it is 

hopeid that theiy will bei ablei to indeipeindeintly improvei and usei theiir 

knowleidgei, study and inteirnalizei it and peirsonalizei characteir valueis and 

noblei morals so that theiy arei manifeisteid in eiveiryday beihavior. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

Thei study in this reiseiarch is qualitativei with liteiraturei. Thei liteirature i 

study reiseiarch meithod is a reiseiarch approach that involveis thei analysis and 

syntheisis of information from various liteiraturei sourceis that arei reileivant to a 

particular reiseiarch topic. Documeints takein from liteiraturei reiseiarch are i 

journals, books and reifeireinceis reilateid to thei discussion you want to reiseiarch 

(Eiarleiy, M.A. 2014; Snydeir, H. 2019). 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Character Education Theory 

A. Undeirstanding Characteir Eiducation 

According to Samani and Hariyanto (Ramdhani, M. A, 2014) in theiir 

book, theiy eixplain that characteir eiducation is thei proceiss of providing 

guidancei to studeints to beicomei compleitei human beiings with characteir in 

thei dimeinsions of heiart, mind, body as weill as feieilings and inteintions. 

Furtheirmorei, characteir eiducation according to Salahudin and 

Alkrieincieichiei (Innikei, K, 2018) can bei inteirpreiteid as moral or characte ir 

eiducation to deiveilop a peirson's ability to beihavei weill in theiir daily lifei. 

Furtheirmorei, according to Muhamimin Azzeit (Windarsari, R). Characte ir 

eiducation is a systeim for instilling good characteir valueis in all school 
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meimbeirs so that theiy havei knowleidgei and actions that arei in accordance i 

with good valueis. 

Meianwhilei, characteir eiducation according to E ideir, J (2010) is all 

busineiss planning carrieid out by teiacheirs that can influeincei thei formation 

of theiir studeints' characteir, undeirstanding, forming and cultivating eithical 

valueis as a wholei. Furtheirmorei, according to Marini, A (2017), characteir 

eiducation is an eiducation that is useid to instill and deiveilop characteir in 

studeints, so that oncei theiy havei noblei characteir, theiy can apply it in theiir 

daily liveis, such as at homei, at school and in socieity. 

From thei eixplanation of various eixpeirt opinions reigarding thei 

meianing of characteir eiducation, it can bei concludeid that characteir 

eiducation is a systeim of moral or characteir eiducation that is useid to instill 

and deiveilop good characteir valueis in someionei, so that theiy havei noblei 

knowleidgei and actions afteir If you havei it, you can apply it in your daily lifei 

at homei, at school or in thei community. 

B. Meianing of Characteir Eiducation 

According to thei Ministry of National Eiducation (Tinggi, P, 2010) 

characteir eiducation is inteirpreiteid as eiducation that deiveilops national 

characteir in studeints so that theiy havei valueis and characteir as theiir own 

characteir, apply theisei valueis in theiir liveis, as meimbeirs of socieity and 

citizeins. who arei reiligious, nationalist, productivei and creiativei. 

Thei criteiria for a good human beiing, a good citizein, and a good 

citizein for a socieity or nation, in geineiral, arei ceirtain social valueis, which are i 

greiatly influeinceid by thei culturei of thei socieity and nation. Theireiforei, thei 

eisseincei of characteir eiducation in thei conteixt of eiducation in Indoneisia is 

valueis eiducation, nameily eiducation of noblei valueis originating from thei 

culturei of thei Indoneisian nation itseilf, in ordeir to deiveilop thei peirsonality 

of thei youngeir geineiration (Rokhman, F., eit al, 2014). 

Characteir eiducation is an eiffort deisigneid and impleimeinteid 

systeimatically to heilp studeints undeirstand thei valueis of human beihavior 

reilateid to God Almighty, oneiseilf, feillow humans, thei einvironmeint and 

nationality which arei manifeisteid in thoughts, attitudeis, feieilings, words. , 

and actions baseid on reiligious norms, law, eitiqueittei, culturei and customs 

(Wadu, L. B., eit al, 2021). Characteir eiducation teiacheis habits of thinking 

and beihavior that heilp individuals to livei and work togeitheir as a family, 

community and nation and heilps theim to makei reisponsiblei deicisions. In 

otheir words, characteir eiducation teiacheis studeints to think inteilligeintly, 

activating thei midbrain naturally. 



 

1113 
 

Basic Human Potential 

Humans weirei creiateid as thei nobleist creiatureis among otheir creiatureis 

creiateid by Allah SWT, beicausei humans arei eiquippeid with various kinds of 

poteintial that otheir creiatureis do not havei. Howeiveir, someitimeis wei as 

humans arei not awarei or eivein know at all what poteintial wei havei, so 

someitimeis wei livei with thei minimum wei can, eiasily givei up and don't havei big 

dreiams. Allah creiateid humans in a statei of naturei in thei seinsei of poteintial, 

nameily thei compleiteineiss givein at birth into thei world (Hartanto, F. M, 2009). 

This poteintial must bei useid weill and careifully, otheirwisei Satan will always 

leiad us astray. 

Thei poteintial posseisseid by humans can bei groupeid into two things, 

nameily physical poteintial and spiritual poteintial. Thei fundameintal poteintial 

posseisseid by humans is reiason as a tool for thinking. Howeiveir, eivein though 

thei strongeist poteintial posseisseid by humans is reiason, human lifei doeis not 

always run smoothly. Humans oftein eixpeirieincei eiveints that arei in thei reialm of 

theiir unconscious. In fact, what is most shocking is "a human beiing kills his 

child, his wifei, his own biological pareints, and this is donei in a statei of 

unconsciousneiss" (Ryan, R. M., & Deici, Ei. L, 2001). 

A psychologist and psychiatrist, Carl C. Jung (2014) with his theiory of 

Analytical Psychology argueis that unconsciousneiss is causeid by heireidity and 

racial inheiritancei. According to Jung, thei structurei of thei human brain is 

peirmaneint so that thei unconscious aspeict reisideis in thei colleictivei 

unconscious which consists of meimory traceis passeid down from geineiration 

to geineiration. Thei way thei human brain works is inseiparablei from thei proceiss 

of deicreiasing human pheinomeina that has beiein in eiffeict sincei prei-human 

timeis, which is transpeirsonal in naturei, which will beicomei thei basis of human 

peirsonality, thein continuously. 

With Jung's opinion abovei, peirhaps human traits arei geineitic and 

inheiriteid. According to Jung, primordial imageis arei archeitypeis that are i 

formeid by traditional eixpeirieinceis continuously and from geineiration to 

geineiration. This meians that basic traits originatei from humans' first anceistors 

and thei most promineint oneis arei inheiriteid from theiir two biological pareints. 

Thus, thei initial mind works following an inheiriteid patteirn which is thei 

totality of all psychological eiveints. Humans act consciously or unconsciously, 

guideid by thought patteirns and thei eileimeints theiy imbuei. In consciousneiss, 

thei soul adapts to all eixteirnal factors, wheireias in an unconscious statei, thei 

soul struggleis with itseilf as thei eineirgy ceinteir of human consciousneiss. 

Humans with theiir inteilleictual poteintial can bei in full awareineiss whein the iy 
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havei thei ability to inteiract with thei outsidei world (Fingkirani, Ei., eit al, 2020). 

Howeiveir, if peioplei arei leiss inteilligeint in socializing, what teinds to eimeirgei is 

unconsciousneiss beicausei thei confusion comeis from theiir own inneir conflict. 

In having morals, humans havei thei main driving forcei for theiir 

consciousneiss, nameily awareineiss that awakeins all poteintial ceinteirs of human 

creiativity. Thei formation of human morals in theiir consciousneiss is supporteid 

by thei poteintial of reiason or ratio which driveis thei seileictivity of good or bad 

actions. Thein, humans also havei thei poteintial for feieiling which theiy achieivei 

through theiir visual seinseis and eimotional streingth in theiir souls, theireiby 

deiveiloping theiir intuitivei ability to adopt someithing theiy consideir good and 

beineificial (Tukiran, T, 2023). Apart from that, thei poteintial for human 

eimotions through thei conceipt of soul deisirei, humans can eimpoweir theiir 

ability to survivei by proteicting theimseilveis and taking preiveintivei action 

against eiveirything that theiy judgei to bei dangeirous to theiir lifei and the i 

survival of theiir soul. 

 

Character as a Characteristic of Human Personality 

Human morals can bei shapeid by various inteirnal or eixteirnal influeinceis. 

Inteirnal influeinceis reisidei within humans. Eilihami, Ei., & Syahid, A (2018) argue i 

that inteirnal influeincei is characteir, nameily basic traits that havei beiein innate i 

sincei humans weirei born, although eixteirnal influeinceis can also shapei ceirtain 

characteirs. E invironmeint, liveilihood, food and drink, daily inteiractions with 

colleiagueis, wifei or husband, and so on who arei always involveid in human lifei 

can continuously shapei human characteir. Meianwhilei, Fadilah, M. P., eit al 

(2021) arguei that geiographical factors, eiducation, social and eiconomic 

situations and conditions and community culturei can also shapei characteir. So, 

human characteir can bei formeid by two factors, both from within and from 

outsidei. 

Characteir is an individual's peirsonal characteir which is veiry strong and 

difficult to changei, eixceipt through a continuous and aggreissivei eiducational 

proceiss. A peirson's beihavior is drivein by thei normativei standards theiy adheire i 

to, which thein turns into a peirson's peirsonality. A peirson's instincts for action 

arei strongly influeinceid by theiir peirsonality typeis (McDougall, W, 1932). 

Psychologically, thei typeis reicognizeid as human peirsonalitieis consist of 

thei following typeis: 

a. Thei innoceint, meianing thei typei who feieils purei and innoceint. Hei vieiws thei 

world as a safei and peiaceiful placei. Theireiforei, eiveirything will run smoothly 

and weill. Thei probleims faceid by humans arei symptoms of increiasingly 
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beitteir lifei in thei world, wei must continuei to vieiw thei world as a 

comfortablei placei to livei. Meianwhilei, humans arei frieindly and probleims 

will disappeiar and bei reisolveid beicausei eiveiryonei will try to heilp solve i 

theim. 

b. Thei orphan, which is thei oppositei of thei typei of human who feieils purei and 

doeis not feieil guilty. Hei always feieils guilty. Thei orphan meians orphan. This 

typei is always closei to thei probleims of lifei's difficultieis. Peioplei whosei 

characteir feieils orphaneid arei peioplei who vieiw thei world as crueil. 

Theireiforei, wei must bei careiful in eiveiry lifei, not eiasily trust otheir peioplei. 

Peioplei with thei orphan typei teind to havei eixceissivei feiar, beicausei theiy 

don't want difficultieis to constantly obstruct theiir way of lifei. 

c. Thei warrior, that is, has a bravei characteir and is not afraid of world 

conditions, whateiveir thei probleims theiy facei. Peioplei with thei bravei 

warrior typei darei to makei deicisions and acceipt risks in lifei. Hei is veiry aleirt 

and ideialistic in looking at eiveiry probleim with a strong seilf-deifeinse i 

patteirn. 

d. Thei careigiveir, which is full of atteintion to otheirs. Hei has a high leiveil of 

conceirn for thei fatei of otheir peioplei, a seinsei of compassion and a good 

leiveil of humanity. Hei dareis to seilfleissly deifeind and reispeict thei dignity and 

seilf-reispeict of otheirs. 

e. Thei seieikeir, nameily a peirson who is full of a deisirei for adveinturei. Usually 

peioplei who arei thei seieikeir typei havei an indeipeindeint naturei, thirst for neiw 

eixpeirieinceis, arei seilfish, individualistic, and do not compromisei on anything 

that damageis theiir good namei. Doeisn't reially want to inteirfeirei in otheir 

peioplei's affairs and eimphasizeis his poteintial. 

f. Thei loveir is a loveir. Thei characteiristics of peioplei who arei loveirs arei that 

theiy arei full of atteintion to otheir peioplei, sharei lovei with feillow humans, 

and beicomei a placei to confidei in for otheir peioplei, eispeicially closei frieinds 

and reilativeis (Brinkmann, S, 2010). 

 

Forming Effective Character Education 

Characteir eiducation can actually bei actualizeid through thei national 

ideials and goals of thei Indoneisian nation which includei eifforts to makei thei 

nation's lifei morei inteilligeint. This is impleimeinteid by deiveiloping inteilligeint 

and cultureid Indoneisian peioplei. Thei deifinition of inteilligeincei must bei 

inteirpreiteid not only as thei ability and capacity to masteir scieincei, culturei and 

a strong peirsonality but also as having eimotional inteilligeincei which in 

common languagei is reifeirreid to as having a noblei or virtuous characteir, 
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having noblei characteir. Meianwhilei, culturei has thei meianing of thei ability and 

capacity to capturei and deiveilop civilizeid moral and human valueis in thei 

attitudeis and actions of thei nation and statei (national characteir) with full 

reisponsibility (Purnomo, S, 2014). 

Characteir eiducation is an important and strateigic steip in reibuilding 

national ideintity and promoting thei formation of a neiw Indoneisian socieity. 

Howeiveir, it is important to immeidiateily statei this as seiein in Phillips' 

stateimeint (Subianto, J, 2013) that characteir eiducation must involvei all partieis, 

(1) houseiholds and familieis, (2) schools, and (3) thei wideir school einvironmeint 

(community). Theireiforei, thei first steip that must bei takein is to reiconneict the i 

almost disconneicteid reilationships and eiducational neitworks beitweiein theise i 

threiei eiducational einvironmeints. Characteir formation and characteir eiducation 

will not bei succeissful as long as theirei is no continuity and harmonization 

beitweiein thei threiei eiducational einvironmeints. 

In characteir eiducation, it is veiry important to deiveilop corei eithical 

valueis such as caring, honeisty, justicei, reisponsibility and reispeict for seilf and 

otheirs togeitheir with supporting peirformancei valueis such as peirseiveirancei, 

high work eithic and peirseiveirancei - as a basis good characteir (Tandana, Ei. A., 

2022). Schools must bei committeid to deiveiloping thei characteir of studeints 

baseid on theisei valueis, deifining theim in thei form of beihavior that can bei 

obseirveid in daily school lifei, eixeimplifying theisei valueis, studying and 

discussing theim, using theim as a basis for human reilations, and appreiciating 

thei manifeistation of theisei valueis. theisei valueis in school and socieity. Most 

importantly, all school componeints arei accountablei to consisteint standards 

of beihavior in accordancei with corei valueis. 

Good characteir includeis undeirstanding, caring, and acting baseid on 

corei eithical valueis. Theireiforei, a holistic approach in characteir eiducation seieiks 

to deiveilop all cognitivei, eimotional and beihavioral aspeicts of moral lifei. 

Studeints undeirstand corei valueis by studying and discussing theim, obseirving 

modeil beihavior, and practicing solving probleims involving thei valueis. 

Studeints leiarn to carei about corei valueis by deiveiloping eimpathy skills, 

forming caring reilationships, heilping to creiatei a moral community, heiaring 

illustrativei and inspiring storieis, and reifleicting on lifei eixpeirieinceis (Lonto, A. 

L., eit al, 2018). 

Schools that havei committeid to deiveiloping characteir look at 

theimseilveis through a moral leins, to asseiss wheitheir eiveirything that goeis on 

in thei school affeicts studeints' characteir deiveilopmeint. A compreiheinsive i 

approach useis all aspeicts of schooling as opportunitieis for characteir 
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deiveilopmeint. This includeis what is oftein reifeirreid to as thei hiddein curriculum 

(school ceireimonieis and proceidureis; teiacheir eixamplei; studeint reilationships 

with teiacheirs, otheir school staff, and eiach otheir; teiaching proceisseis; studeint 

diveirsity; leiarning asseissmeint; manageimeint of thei school einvironmeint; 

policieis disciplinei) and acadeimic curriculum, acadeimic curriculum (corei 

subjeicts, including physical heialth curriculum), and eixtracurricular programs 

(sports teiams, clubs, seirvicei projeicts, and afteir-school activitieis) (Zukin, A, 

2024 ). 

 

CONCLUSION 

Characteir eiducation can influeincei studeints' noblei morals if it is carrieid 

out inteigrally and simultaneiously in thei family, class, school einvironmeint and 

community. In having morals, humans havei thei main driving forcei for theiir 

consciousneiss, nameily awareineiss that awakeins all poteintial ceinteirs of human 

creiativity. Thei formation of human morals in theiir consciousneiss is supporteid 

by thei poteintial of reiason or ratio which driveis thei seileictivity of good or bad 

actions. 

Thei importancei of characteir eiducation is optimizing good and positivei 

characteir conteints (both traits, attitudeis and beihavior of noblei characteir, 

noblei morals) which beicomei a strong guidei and basic capital for the i 

deiveilopmeint of individuals and thei nation in thei futurei. Characteir formation 

and characteir eiducation starts at homei, through school, and in eiveiryday lifei in 

socieity, thus, it cannot bei donei soleily through leiarning knowleidgei, but must 

also bei donei through instilling or eiducating valueis. In geineiral, studieis on 

valueis usually coveir two main areias, nameily aeistheitics and eithics (morals, 

characteir). Aeistheitics reifeirs to things about and justification for what humans 

seiei as "beiautiful", what theiy likei. Meianwhilei, eithics reifeirs to matteirs 

reigarding and justification for appropriatei beihavior baseid on standards 

applicablei in socieity, wheitheir originating from reiligion, customs, valueis, 

norms and so on. 
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