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Abstract 
Character education is based on basic human character, which originates 
from universal (absolute) moral values which are called the golden rule. 
Character education can have definite goals if it is based on basic 
character values. Character education cannot be separated from 
national culture. Culture is the basis or foundation of character 
education and education aims to inherit and develop culture. The 
development of character education in national culture has a strategy 
through approaches and through self-development programs, 
integration in subjects and through school culture. School culture has an 
important role in shaping the character of students. Positive character 
education is obtained from students from a good school, family and 
community environment. As for the implementation of strengthening 
character education based on school culture, namely familiarizing with 
main values; providing role models among school members; involving all 
stakeholders; establish and comply with school norms, regulations and 
traditions; developing school branding; develop literacy activities; 
develop interests, talents and potential through extracurricular 
activities; provide assistance. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Indonesian education system currently places great emphasis on 

character education. In essence, character education is an educational system 

that seeks to instill the noble values of Pancasila which are described in six (6) 

Pancasila Student Profiles, namely: Faith and devotion to God Almighty and 
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noble character, Independent, Critical Reasoning, Creative, Working Together. 

and Global diversity.  With this Pancasila student profile, Indonesian students 

are expected to be able to cultivate their feelings, intentions and body 

(Haryanti, A. S., et al, 2022). 

Current education only prioritizes mastery of scientific aspects and 

students' intelligence. If students have achieved grades or graduated with 

adequate academic scores/above the KKM (Minimum Completeness Criteria), 

their education is considered successful. The formation of character and 

national cultural values in students is increasingly marginalized. The fragility of 

character and culture in national life can lead to the decline of national 

civilization. In fact, the life of a society that has strong character and culture 

will further strengthen the existence of a nation and state (Retnasari, L., et al, 

2021). 

Character education in schools can be achieved through the integration 

of character education in all subjects, through integration in extracurricular 

activities and through integration with school culture. To get maximum 

character education results, character education in schools must be 

implemented holistically. What schools do not pay enough attention to in 

implementing character education is a conducive school culture (Khasanah, 

N., et al, 2022). To create a school culture that is characterized, friendly-

dynamic, and positive-active, social engineering is needed. In developing 

school culture it is necessary to pay attention to two levels of school life: 

namely the individual level and the organizational level or school level. 

Individual level, is the behavior of students as individuals that cannot be 

separated from the existing school culture. Changing school culture requires 

changing individual behavior. Individual student behavior is closely related to 

the behavior of school leaders. In this case it could be the behavior of the 

principal and especially the teachers, how they treat the students. 

School culture or school culture is a pattern of behavior and ways of 

acting that have formed automatically and become a living part of an 

educational community. The basis for behavioral patterns and ways of acting 

are social norms, school regulations and educational policies at the local level. 

School culture is also one of the main pillars that can be used as a means of 

instilling character values in schools. Each school is in accordance with its 

vision and mission which is used as a reference in forming students who are 

intelligent and have noble character, using school culture as one of the main 

means of providing character education for students. With a series of 
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programs structured in school culture, it is hoped that students will gain the 

essence of the character values that students should have (Rahman, H, 2020). 

The development of education based on national character and culture 

needs to become a national program. In education, the formation of national 

character and culture in students does not have to be included in the 

curriculum. The values that are developed in students are in the form of basic 

values that are agreed upon nationally. The values referred to include honesty, 

trustworthiness, togetherness, tolerance, responsibility, and caring for other 

people (Setiyono, S., & Al Fawzia, Y, 2021). 

To develop education based on national character and culture, input is 

needed, among other things, regarding models of developing national 

character and culture as an inseparable part of the national education system. 

Continuous needs must be taken seriously because they require many 

sacrifices. The concerns and longing of many parties to re-strengthen national 

character and culture education need to be responded to well (Retnasari, L., 

et al, 2023). Therefore, accurate data regarding models of national character 

and culture development need to be explored and implemented through 

empirical studies, namely research activities. 

The requirement to present national character and culture education in 

schools must be carried out holistically. Character education cannot be 

separated from cognitive or academic forms of education. This educational 

concept must be integrated into the curriculum (Murcahyanto, H., & 

Mohzana, M, 2023). This does not mean that character education will be 

applied theoretically, but will strengthen the existing curriculum, namely by 

implementing it in subjects and the daily lives of students. 

 
RESEARCH METHOD 

The study in this research is qualitative with literature. The literature 

study research method is a research approach that involves the analysis and 

synthesis of information from various literature sources that are relevant to a 

particular research topic. Documents taken from literature research are 

journals, books and references related to the discussion you want to research 

(Earley, M.A. 2014; Snyder, H. 2019). 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

Understanding Character Education 

Eiducation is a planne id e iffort to deiveilop thei pote intial of studeints, so 

that theiy havei a systeim of thinking, value i systeims, morals and be ilieifs 
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inheiriteid by socie ity to de iveilop according to life i today and in the i future i. 

Me ianwhilei, characte ir is a pe irson's characte ir, characte ir, morals, or pe irsonality 

which is forme id from thei inteirnalization of various virtue is (virtue is) that arei 

be ilie iveid to be i use id as a basis for the i way of se ie iing, thinking, be ihaving, and 

acting (Yusriyah, S, 2022). 

According to Ma'arif, A. S., e it al (2022), characte ir e iducation is a systeim 

of instilling characteir value is in school me imbe irs which includeis componeints of 

knowleidge i, aware ine iss or will, and actions to imple imeint theise i valueis. 

Characte ir e iducation can bei inteirpre iteid as "thei de ilibe irate i use i of all 

dime insions of school lifei to fosteir optimal characte ir de iveilopme int". Characte ir 

e iducation is also base id on basic human characte ir, which originateis from 

univeirsal (absolute i) moral value is originating from re iligion which is also known 

as thei golde in rulei. 

Characte ir e iducation has thei same i e isse incei and me ianing as moral 

e iducation and moral eiducation. Thei goal is to shape i thei child's peirsonality so 

that hei be icome is a good human be iing, a good me imbe ir of socie ity and a good 

citize in. Thei criteiria are i ce irtain social value is which are i heiavily influeinceid by 

thei culturei of thei community and nation. Theire ifore i, thei e isse incei of characte ir 

e iducation in thei conteixt of e iducation in Indoneisia is value i e iducation, name ily 

e iducation of noblei value is originating from the i culture i of thei Indoneisian 

nation itseilf, in orde ir to deive ilop thei pe irsonality of thei youngeir ge ine iration 

(Me itcalf, Ei., & He ille ir, J, 2023) . 

 

National Character and Culture Based Education 

In this nation's characte ir and culturei eiducation, eiveirything thei teiacheir 

doeis must be i able i to influe incei thei characte ir of the i studeints. As a shape ir of 

stude ints' characteir, te iache irs must show e ixample i. Eive irything about teiache ir 

be ihavior should bei an eixample i for stude ints (Ibrahim, F., & Sundawa, D, 2023). 

For e ixample i, the i way the i te iache ir spe iaks or de ilive irs mate irial, the i way the i 

teiache ir toleirate is, and various othe ir re ilate id things. Thei goal is to shape i the i 

child's pe irsonality to beicomei a good human be iing, a good me imbe ir of socieity 

and a good citize in. 

Thei crite iria for a good human be iing, a good citize in, and a good citize in 

for a socie ity or nation, are i ge ineirally base id on ceirtain social value is, which are i 

heiavily influe inceid by thei culture i of thei community and nation (Murcahyanto, 

H., & Mohzana, M, 2023). The ire ifore i, thei e isse ince i of national characte ir and 

culture i eiducation in thei conteixt of eiducation is valueis e iducation, name ily 
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e iducation of noblei value is originating from thei nation's own culturei, in ordeir 

to deiveilop thei pe irsonality of thei younge ir ge ine iration. 

Characte ir e iducation is baseid on basic human characte ir, which 

originate is from univeirsal (absolute i) moral value is which are i calle id thei goldein 

rule i. Characte ir eiducation can havei de ifinitei goals if it is baseid on basic 

characte ir value is as e ixpre isse id above i. Thei imple ime intation of characte ir 

e iducation in schools must bei base id on basic characte ir value is, which are i thein 

de iveilope id into morei or higheir value is (which arei neiitheir absolute i nor reilative i) 

in accordance i with thei ne ie ids, conditions and e invironmeint of thei school itseilf 

(Zupancic, A. Ei, 2023). 

Eiducation eixpe irts ge ine irally agre ie i on thei importancei of eifforts to 

improve i characte ir e iducation in formal e iducation channeils. Howe ive ir, theire i 

are i also diffe ire ince is of opinion among theim re igarding the i approach and mode i 

of e iducation. Reigarding approache is, somei e ixpe irts re icomme ind using moral 

e iducation approacheis de iveilope id in weisteirn countrieis, such as: thei cognitivei 

moral de iveilopme int approach, thei value i analysis approach, and thei valuei 

clarification approach. Otheirs sugge ist using a traditional approach, name ily 

through instilling ceirtain social value is in stude ints (Mu'min, U. A, 2023). 

Psychologically and socio-culturally, characte ir formation in an 

individual is a function of all individual human poteintial (cognitivei, affe ictive i, 

conativei and psychomotor) in thei conteixt of socio-cultural inteiractions (in thei 

family, school and socieity) and lasts throughout lifei. Characte ir configuration 

in thei conteixt of thei totality of psychological and socio-cultural proce isse is can 

be i groupe id into: (Utami, I. S., & Ningsih, S, 2023) spiritual and eimotional 

de iveilopme int, inteille ictual de iveilopme int, sports and physical kine istheitics. and 

kine istheitic deive ilopmeint), and e ixe ircise i of fe ie iling and inteintion (affe ictive i and 

cre iativity deive ilopmeint). 

Base id on thei discussion above i, it can be i e imphasize id that characte ir 

e iducation is an e iffort de isigneid and imple ime inteid syste imatically to heilp 

stude ints undeirstand thei value is of human beihavior reilate id to God, 

theimse ilveis, fe illow humans, the i e invironmeint and nationality which are i 

manife iste id in thoughts, attitudeis, fe ie ilings, words and actions base id on 

re iligious norms, law, e itique ittei, culturei and customs. 

According to Foeirste ir (Gustianti, R., e it al, 2023), the ire i are i four basic 

characte iristics in characte ir e iducation. Theise i four characte iristics are i as 

follows. 

1. First is inteirior orde ir. Eive iry action is me iasure id base id on a hieirarchy of 

value is. Value is be icome i normativei guide ilineis for e ive iry action. 
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2. Seicond is coheire ince i which giveis courage i, make is a pe irson firm in 

principle is, not eiasily swaye id in neiw situations or afraid of risks. Coheire ince i 

is thei basis that builds a seinse i of trust in eiach otheir. Lack of coheire incei 

undeirmine is a pe irson's cre idibility. 

3. Third is autonomy. A pe irson inteirnalize is rule is from outside i until theiy 

be icome i peirsonal value is. This can bei se iein through asseissing pe irsonal 

de icisions, without beiing influeince id or pre issure id by otheir partie is. 

4. Fourth is steiadfastneiss and loyalty. Firmneiss is a pe irson's e indurance i to 

de isire i what is conside ire id good and loyalty is thei basis for re ispe icting 

chosein commitmeints. 

Thei maturity of the isei four characte irs allows humans to pass through 

thei stage i of individuality to peirsonality. Modeirn pe ioplei oftein confusei 

individuality and peirsonality, beitweie in thei natural I and thei spiritual I, 

be itweie in eixte irior and inteirior indeipe indeince i. This characteir de iteirmine is a 

pe irson's pe irformance i in all his actions. 

 

Building Character Education Based on Culture and Local Wisdom 

Deive ilopmeint of National Characte ir and Culturei Eiducation with a Local 

Wisdom pe irspe ictive i for school re iside ints which includeis thei componeints of 

knowleidge i, aware ine iss or will, and action is an eimbodime int of thei value is 

containeid in thei Pancasila stude int profile i as thei spirit of Indoneisian e iducation 

today. In impleime inting characte ir e iducation in schools, all school componeints 

must be i involveid, name ily curriculum conteint, leiarning and asse issme int 

proce isse is, handling or manage ime int of subje icts, school manage ime int, 

imple ime intation of co-curricular activitieis or activitie is, e impowe irme int of 

facilitie is and infrastructure i, financing, and thei work e ithic of all school 

me imbe irs. (Marhayani, D, 2016). In thei characte ir and culture i e iducation of our 

nation today and in thei future i, e ive irything that teiacheirs do must be i able i to 

influe incei thei characte ir of studeints. Thei teiache ir is thei main actor in eive iry 

activity re ilateid to thei de iveilopme int of stude ints' characte ir and cognition. 

As a shape ir of stude ints' characte ir, te iache irs must show eixample i. 

Eive irything about thei teiache ir's be ihavior should be i an eixample i for stude ints. 

For e ixample i, thei way thei teiache ir spe iaks or conveiys mate irial in thei leiarning 

proce iss, thei way thei teiache ir inteiracts or conveiys ideias, and otheir things 

re ilate id to thei e ixample i se it and acte id by a te iache ir. This aims to shape i stude ints 

or leiarne irs to be icomei good human be iings and be i use iful for socie ity and theiir 

country. Thei crite iria for a good human beiing, a good citizein, and a good 

citize in for a socie ity or nation, are i ge ine irally base id on ce irtain social value is, 
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which are i he iavily influe inceid by thei culture i of thei community and nation 

(Hidayati, N. A., e it al, 2020). Theire ifore i, thei eisse ince i of national characte ir and 

culture i e iducation in thei conteixt of e iducation is thei e iducation of noblei value is 

originating from national culturei, in orde ir to deiveilop thei pe irsonality of 

Indoneisia's young ge ineiration. Characte ir e iducation is baseid on basic human 

characte ir, which originateis from unive irsal moral value is. 

Thei imple ime intation of characteir e iducation in schools must be i base id 

on basic characte ir value is, which arei the in deiveilope id into higheir value is that 

are i ne iitheir absolute i nor reilativei according to thei neie ids, conditions and 

e invironmeint of thei school itseilf. Curre intly, wei are i re iquire id to increiase i thei 

inteinsity and quality of thei impleime intation of characteir e iducation in formal 

e iducational institutions. This deimand is base id on a de ive iloping social 

phe inomeinon, nameily thei incre iase i in juve inilei de ilinqueincy in socieity, such as 

mass fights and various otheir moral case is (Sugiyo, R., & Purwastuti, L. A, 

2017). Theire ifore i, formal e iducation institutions as official forums for 

de iveiloping thei youngeir ge ine iration are i e ixpe icteid to increiase i the iir rolei in 

forming stude ints' pe irsonalitieis through incre iasing thei inteinsity and quality of 

characte ir e iducation. 

A characte ir e iducation conteixt base id on local wisdom and culture i is 

curre intly veiry neice issary. This is base id on Ki Hadjar Deiwantara's thoughts 

about eiducation, nameily "Thei purpose i of eiducation is to guidei all thei natural 

stre ingths that eixist in childrein, so that theiy can achie ive i thei higheist safe ity and 

happine iss both as humans and as me imbe irs of socie ity" (Suhartini, S., e it al, 

2019). On thei otheir hand, characte ir e iducation base id on local wisdom and 

culture i is a harmonious combination of "manneirs, characte ir, characte ir so that 

thei moveime int of thoughts, feie ilings, and will or deisire i can give i rise i to eineirgy 

or einthusiasm", a concreite i eixample i of which can bei reialize id in dance i (fe ira , 

danding, caci), be iating drums or gongs, and so on. 

Studeints as comple itei human be iings have i pe irsonal poteintial, both as 

individuals and as me imbe irs of socie ity. This peirsonal poteintial will bei able i to 

de iveilop we ill if it is pursueid optimally through thei e iducational proceiss. 

Through this eiducation, studeints will be i able i to bei dire icte id to be icomei 

individuals who havei multiplei compe iteincie is so that theiy can grow and 

de iveilop into me imbe irs of socie ity who are i able i to solve i theiir life i proble ims 

(Haryanti, A. S., e it al, 2022). In this case i, thei main ke iy is le iarning activitie is at 

school. Thei growth and deive ilopme int of stude ints through leiarning doeis not 

only occur on school beincheis which are i limiteid by classroom walls. Howe iveir, 

thei leiarning proce iss for stude ints can also occur in thei surrounding 
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e invironmeint, name ily studeint activitieis outsidei thei classroom. Le iarning that is 

confineid to thei classroom oftein creiate is boreidom in studeints beicause i theiy 

fe ie il like i theiy are i in anotheir world that is not theiir own. In thei classroom, 

stude ints feie il that theiir fre ie idom is be iing take in away, the iir fun is limite id, the iir 

laughte ir is fake i, theiir de isire is are i inhibite id. As a re isult, the iir cre iativity is limite id 

to eifforts to fulfill and obeiy thei wisheis of thei leiarning syste im re iquire id by the i 

school. Studeints long to re iturn to theiir e invironmeint which has be ie in 

inteigrate id from an eiarly age i into the i pe irsonal wholeine iss that has long 

shape id theim. Einvironmeint-base id leiarning can bridge i studeints to reidiscoveir 

theiir hopeis (Mu'min, U. A, 2023). 

Base id on this thought, eiducation should be i a se ie iding place i for all the i 

se ie ids of culture i that livei in our socie ity today. Eiducation and culture i are i one i 

unit. To achieivei thei deisire id national culturei and civilization, eiducation is thei 

foundation for thei formation of national and world civilization (Tohri, A., eit al, 

2022). In otheir words, our job as e iducators or teiache irs is not just thei job of 

se irving childre in whilei studying at school, providing leiarning assignme ints, 

transfe irring knowle idge i, trying to einsure i that studeints ge it good grade is, and 

so on. But more i than that, our job as te iache irs is a job to bring about thei 

culture i wei aspire i to. This is truly eixtraordinary be icause i this is thei work of 

building a civilization. For this re iason, as e iducators, we i must make i the i be ist 

e iffort, with all our stre ingth and thoughts to de ivotei to thei e iducation proce iss 

of thei nation's childrein. Eiducation and culture i are i dynamic things, always 

changing and moving according to nature i and the i naturei of the i timeis. 

Eiducation cannot bei static beicause i e iducation must bei able i to reispond to thei 

de imands of thei time is (Bade iriah, B., & Munawir, A, 2024). We i as te iache irs must 

also have i thei courage i to change i. We i must not feie il comfortable i with what wei 

have i donei to our studeints. Wei must always look for neiw things, leiarn neiw 

things to pre iseint to our stude ints. Wei must be icome i transformative i, mobile i 

teiache irs and not old school teiache irs. Time is have i changeid. Te iache irs must also 

provide i e iducational seirvice is according to thei de imands of thei time is. 

 

Implementation of Strengthening Character Education Based on School 

Culture 

Theire i are i e iight ways to imple ime int streingtheining characte ir e iducation 

base id on school culturei. This meithod can be i applie id by e iducational units to 

provide i characte ir stre ingtheining to stude ints (Kaharuddin, A, 2021). 

1. Ge it use id to thei main value is 
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Theire i are i five i main Pancasila value is that arei instilleid in streingtheining 

characte ir e iducation, name ily re iligiosity, nationalism, indeipe indeince i, mutual 

coopeiration and inteigrity. Theise i five i value is neie id to be i habituate id so that 

theiy can be i we ill ingraine id in stude ints' ide intity. Habitual activitie is can be i 

carrie id out daily, weie ikly, monthly or annually. Thei form of activity can bei in 

thei form of singing thei song Indoneisia Raya e ive iry morning, holding a flag 

ce ire imony eive iry Monday, or re iading a non-leiarning book for 15 minute is 

be ifore i starting teiaching and le iarning activitieis. 

2. Providing rolei mode ils among thei school community 

Eixe implary be ihavior is a figure i that can be i imitateid and imitateid by otheirs. 

School meimbe irs such as principals, te iache irs and otheir e iducational staff 

must provide i an e ixample i to stude ints. Good eixample is will late ir be i 

e imulate id by otheirs and continuei to spre iad wide ily. Somei good eixe implary 

be ihaviors to imitatei includei arriving on timei, not litteiring, and spe iaking 

politeily. 

3. Involvei all stake iholdeirs 

Schools neie id to involvei various partie is to participate i in carrying out 

activitieis and programs to stre ingthein characte ir e iducation. Apart from 

teiache irs, e iducation staff and stude ints, school principals ne ie id to e imbrace i 

otheir stake iholdeirs. For e ixample i, the i local community, alumni, or pare ints 

of studeints to geit involveid in eiducational de ive ilopmeint. 

4. Eistablish and comply with school norms, re igulations and traditions 

School norms, re igulations and traditions are i infrastructure i that can 

stre ingthein thei formation of a strong school culturei. Thei school culturei 

that is cre iate id can be i e ixpre isse id in writtein or unwrittein re igulations for all 

school meimbe irs to obeiy. Handbooks or beihavior guide is are i use id by all 

school me imbe irs, e ispe icially stude ints, in theiir be ihavior, attitude i and daily 

activitieis at school so that thei leiarning atmospheire i can run conduciveily. 

5. Deive ilop school branding 

School branding is thei image i of a school through deiveiloping thei 

unique ineiss, distinctiveineiss and e ixce ille incei of a school that diffeire intiateis it 

from otheir schools. School branding cre iate is a positivei image i for thei school 

to gain support from the i community and pare ints. Thei main capital is thei 

stre ingth and eixce ille incei of the i school base id on thei stre ingth of stude int 

poteintial, einvironmeint, traditions and eixisting opportunitieis. 

6. Deive ilop liteiracy activitie is 

Lite iracy is thei ke iy to advancing eiducation. Theire ifore i, e iducational units 

neie id to deive ilop activitieis and programs that stre ingthein liteiracy 
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compe iteincie is. Theire i are i many activitie is that can bei donei to streingthein 

stude ints' liteiracy compe ite incieis. Eixample is includei ge itting into thei habit of 

re iading 15 minuteis be ifore i studying, holding liteiracy fe istivals and stage is, 

providing re iading corne irs in corneirs of schools or classrooms, and so on. 

7. Deive ilop inteire ists, tale ints and poteintial through eixtracurricular activitie is 

Eixtracurricular activitieis are i de isigne id and seile icteid taking into account thei 

inteire ists, tale ints and poteintial of stude ints and inteigrating thei characte ir 

value is that will bei instilleid by taking into account local poteintial and 

wisdom. Apart from that, eixtracurricular activitieis can also increiase i thei 

re iputation of thei school. Schools must provide i space i and assistance i for 

stude ints who havei tale int, skills and pote intial. 

8. Provide i assistance i 

Me intoring is guidance i provide id by teiacheirs to studeints individually and in 

groups in activitieis at school, both routinei, programme id and spontane ious 

activitieis. Me intoring aims to einsure i that thei habituation activitieis carrie id 

out arei in accordancei with thei e ixpe icteid obje ictiveis so as to preive int 

poteintial deiviations from occurring. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Characte ir e iducation is eiducation that is carrie id out in a planneid 

manneir to deive ilop a pe irson's characte ir so that theiy are i moral and e ithical 

through characteir e iducation and value is that havei be ie in born in thei nation's 

culture i. Characte ir e iducation cannot be i se iparate id from national culturei. 

Culture i is thei basis or foundation of characte ir e iducation and e iducation aims 

to inheirit and deiveilop culturei. Thei deive ilopmeint of characte ir eiducation in 

national culturei has a strateigy through approache is and through seilf-

de iveilopme int programs, inteigration in subje icts and through school culturei. 

Characte ir e iducation in schools can bei carrie id out by te iache irs or otheir school 

me imbe irs, base id on re igulations and in accordance i with thei goveirnme int's 

obje ictiveis in shaping thei characte ir of thei nation's neixt ge ineiration. Thei neixt 

goldein ge ineiration of thei nation is deisire id by all Indoneisian pe ioplei, be icause i 

le iade irship and anything that conceirns thei nation will bei passe id on to thei 

nation's neixt ge ineiration, name ily Indone isian te ieinage irs. School culturei such as 

ge itting useid to smiling, gre ie iting, saying he illo, beiing politei, be iing politei, thei 

habit of praying toge itheir, thei habit of working togeitheir, good study habits by 

not cheiating, honeisty and disciplinei make i stude ints' characte ir good. School 

culture i is a re iinforce imeint of characteir e iducation that has be iein provide id by 

pare ints in thei family e invironmeint. 
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